
The Demise of Indian Land
Grand Ronde Tribal History



From the Beginning
Before being removed to the Grand Ronde Reservation, the ancestors of the 
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde inhabited Oregonĕs inland valleys and part of the 
coast since time immemorial.

ǒ According to oral traditions, this was at least 14,500 years in time
ǒ According to archaeological records, this was at least 14,300 years in time



Both before and after moving tribes/bands to 
the Grand Ronde Reservation, there were 
several legislative acts passed that had a 
significant impact on the tribes in Oregon 
and the land they occupied.

These acts slowly took away land from the 
tribes and eventually forced them from their 
homelands to the Reservation. Other acts 
impacted the tribesĕ land ownership even 
after they were moved to the Reservation.

So, where did it all begin?



The First Organic Law of 1843
In 1843, ėAmerican and French-Canadian settlers formed the 
Oregon Provisional Government and established territorial laws 
and policies regarding IndiansĘ (Lewis, 2009) **

The policy towards ėIndiansĘ stated:

ėOf utmost good faith shall always be observed towards the 
Indians, their land and property shall never be taken away from 
them without their consent and in their property, rights and 
liberty they shall never be disturbed unless it be in just and lawful 
laws, authorized by the representatives of the peoplesĘ***



The Organic Law of 1848
Ẇ The Organic Law of 1848 established the Oregon 

Territory
Ẇ Now that Oregon had boundary lines, this act 

laid the groundwork for Indian land titles, the 
recognition of Indian land, and the beginning of 
treaties between tribes and the United States 
government. 



The Organic Act of 1848
The first paragraph of the act states,

ė... nothing in this act contained shall be construed to impair the rights of person 
or property now pertaining to the Indians in said territory, so long as such rights 
shall remain unextinguished by treaty between the United States and such 
IndiansĘ

ė...or to affect the authority of the government for the United States, to make any 
regulation respecting such Indians, their lands, their property, or other rights, by 
the government to make if this act had never passed.Ę**



What does this mean?
The United States government must respect the Native Americansĕ lands, rights, and 
property within the Oregon Territory. A treaty may not take away the rights of the 
Native Americans or their lands and property.

UNLESSĝ..

The United States Government makes a treaty or asserts authority over these rights 
and lands. 



Results of the Organic Act
By 1849, more than 10,000 settlers 
moved to Indian Country on the Oregon 
Trail and began competing against one 
another for land which drove the Native 
Americans out of their homelands. 

Due to the overpopulation on the East 
coast and the failing economy, Congress 
passed a new actĝ



The Donation Land Claim Act of 1850
Ẇ This act granted every single White male settler or American half-breed Indian 

who was a citizen of the United States, 320 acres of land and  every married 
White male  settler or American half-breed Indian who was a citizen of the 
United States, 640 acres of land*

Ẇ Incoming settlers who arrived within one year of this act were given 160 acres of 
land or if the man was married, 320 acres of land. 

Ẇ Hundreds of thousands of acres were taken from the Native American tribes and 
given to the settlers. The Donation Land Claim Act of 1850 benefited settlers 
greatly, while displacing the Native Americans. 



What Happened Next?
Because tribes are recognized as sovereignnations, the 
United States Government made treaties with the Oregon 
tribes regarding the land.*

The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde has 7 ratified 
treaties:

Treaty with the Umpqua-Cow Creek Band 1853

Treaty with the Rogue River 1853

Treaty with the Rogue River 1854

Treaty with the Chasta 1854

Treaty with the Umpqua and Kalapuya 1854

Treaty with the Kalapuya etc. 1855

Treaty with the Molala 1855



This map shows outlines of the 
land covered by each treaty.

Note: The land for the Treaty with 
the Umpqua and Kalapuya of 1854 
overlaps with the land of the Treaty 
with the Molala of 1855. 


